
                                                         The Club Year  
 
Once again it has been a busy year with the, by now, well established events as well as some 
new ventures. Over the year the committee have also tried to address the problem of  the 
dwindling gene pool available to breeders and the resultant health issues in the breed.  To 
this end we have initiated a scheme to try and build up a breed data base by contacting as 
many owners of IWS as we can and asking for copies of their pedigrees or known details of 
their breeding if the dogs have not been registered.. It is early days yet but hopefully word 
will spread and the responses will increase. All Club members could assist with this by ask-
ing anyone that you know in your area who owns an IWS if they would post or e-mail details 
of their dogs breeding to the Club Secretary or any other  member of the Club.    
 
The production of the Club Newsletter and Calendar as usual occupied the most of the        
winter months and I hope the members felt they were worth the time spent on them.  The 
Newsletter did in fact receive a complimentary mention in Dog World, which was rather 
nice. Again this year I would like to thank Miss E. O’Donnell for her help with photographs 
for these publications.     
 
Our opening event of the year , the Charity Working Tests run in aid of Cancer Concern N.I., 
moved to a new venue and was run on 17th April a new date also. Thanks to our Treasurer, 
Mr. Grosse, we were kindly offered the use of the beautiful grounds of  Blessingbourne, 
Fivemiletown, for our working tests and Mr. Lowry made us very welcome on the day. It 
proved a very popular venue and as it was run on Easter Monday this resulted in a very good 
entry. We had a number of competitors from south of the border as well as the faithful  
northern competitors and there was a pleasing mix of several Minor Breeds. 13 dogs ran in 
the preliminary (4 of which were IWS), 20 in Novice (3 IWS) and 13 in Open. Our judges 
on the day were Mr. G. Wilson and Mr. G. McCutcheon both of whom knew the grounds 
well and as a result they were able to set the dogs some quite stiff tests. Mrs. Davis won both 
the McMullan Shield and Sean Campbell Trophy with her dog Zanfi Epic. 
 After expenses we were able to donate £200 to Charity. I would like to thank everyone who 
helped on the day and especially Mrs. Grosse who organized hot soup and rolls for everyone 
involved  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs.K.Davis 
 and her dogs 
Zanfi Epic and 
Rory with other 
Winners at 
Blessingbourne 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 In contrast to the large entry at the Working Tests on Easter Monday, the Open Show and 
Fun Day on 23rd April at Bellingham Castle Hotel, Co. Louth was rather less well attended 
than usual but the quality of the entry was high. Our Judge for the show Mr.H.Nelson 
brought good weather with him and all present enjoyed not only the show  but also the train-
ing events and working tests run after the show classes ended.  
B.I.S. and the Sterford Cup winner was N, H & C. Large’s Sh Ch GB Sh Ch SU Ch Gate-
wood Invitation From Coleenville.  B.O.S. and the Murray Cup went to her litter brother 
Mrs.H.Robinson’s Gatewood Ain’t Misbehavin’ at Drumroosca.  
I would like to thank Mr. Nelson not only for travelling from Engalnd to judge the show but 
also for sympathetically judging the pet dogs and making their owners first time in the ring a 
pleasant experience.  
 
In the afternoon he ran a short training exercise and judged a working test for owners inter-
ested in winning points for the John Danford Trophy. He set the dogs a Novice test and     
almost all achieved this level.  
The winner was Mrs. Davis’s Gipsy Sky, with Mr. PJ Cawley’s Silver Dancer second and 
Mr. Fleming’s bitch Widgeon third. Several other dogs also reached the required standard 
and were awarded points towards the Trophy. The working side of the Club seems to be  
continuing its slow revival which is really nice to report.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                 Best In Show                                                                       Best Opposite Sex 

Competitors watching        
the opposition at work.. 



 
The National Country Fair was again held this year at Emo Court, Co. Laois on May 4th & 
5th . Unfortunately  the Club did not get any notice about this event until the last moment so 
we were unable to organize our usual stand in the gundog tent this year. However  when 
contacted by a member of the Game Fair Committee, Miss E. Mooney was able to set up and 
man a stand for the first day, which I was told was excellent. She was assisted with this by 
Miss O’Donnell and her dog.  Mr. PJ Cawley again flew the flag for the breed on the second 
day helped by Mr.N.Delaney. I would like to thank them all for their efforts.  

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

The stand created a great deal of interest, partly because, apart from a pen of Clumber Span-
iels beside us who were there to give a working display in the Main arena,  we were the only 
dogs in a tent full of stands depicting the arts and crafts which are found round Lough Ne-
agh!  My thanks to Mr. Douglas who helped set up and man the display, to Mr. W. Moreland 
who again this year brought his dog on the first day and to  Mr. & Mrs. Large who brought 
their dogs and looked after the stand on the Sunday whilst I was  involved with the Working 
Tests. As usual the dogs were the best possible advertisement for the breed and if only they 
could have talked there would have been no need for the humans to attend at all. We ac-
quired several new members over the two days as well as welcoming back some lapsed 
members. 
 
The  Minor Breed working tests which ran on  the 18th June., had very generous monetary 
sponsorship of £100, from Mr. Lowry of Blessingbourne for this event as well as sponsor-
ship in the form of dog meal from our Vice President Mr. D. Donnelly. Our tests were 
scheduled to take place during the lunch break between the International Team Retriever 
event and the Open Retriever Event, but as we had such a large entry (11 dogs in the prelimi-
nary test and 14 in the Novice) there was no chance of us running off our tests between the 
those events in the time available. As Mr. Titterington remarked when assigning us a new 
venue we were victims of our own success.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Judge and 
competitors 
waiting to 
move to the  
new venue.  

Once again this year the Club had a breed stand in 
the Lough Neagh Pavilion at the Country  Life-
style  Festival in Shane’s Castle Co. Antrim, on the 
17th and 18th June as well as hosting  Minor Breed 
working tests on the 18th June. Thanks to the     
organizer, Mr Titterington, we were again offered 
the stand free of charge.  



We had a real mix of minor breeds in both tests as well as a wide range of ability particularly 
in the novice event with several of the  international team dogs competing. I would like to 
congratulate our judge Mr.N.Carvill  for setting  some challenging retrieves without making 
it impossible for the less experienced dogs to achieve in them. Almost all the dogs scored 
something in all their retrieves. 
 
We were also delighted to welcome several handlers who had come from England with their 
IWS to take part. It turned out to be worth Club members Mr. & Mrs Hurst’s trip as they 
went home to England with the Coleenville Cup won by Liz, and the Fry Cup won by     
Teasel. I hope this will encourage more of our English members to come to our events in the  
future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As all our working events had taken place early in the year and there seemed to be such    
enthusiasm among the minor breed owners I thought it worth contacting the Flatcoat           
Retriever Club about running a joint event at the end of August and so once again we all         
gathered at Blessingbourne, with kind permission of Mr. Lowry, on Sunday 27th August.  
Our judges on the day were yet again our long suffering Vice President Mr. D. Donnelly and 
Mr. R. Wray. Very exalted judges indeed for the relative beginners there on the day. We had 
an excellent entry with five Flatcoats, three IWS and two Cheasepeakes and it was really 
nice to welcome several dogs (and handlers) from over the border. On this occasion the only 
IWS placed was Gatewood Ain’t Misbe Havin at Drumroosca, 4th in the Preliminary test.     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winning Water Spaniels 
. 

Our judges and some 
competitors at the 
end of the day. 



The day was a great success, very informal and friendly although most of the handlers were 
more of a hindrance than a help to their dogs. In fact the day ended with an offer from our 
judges to run a training day in September. An offer which needless to say we all accepted 
gratefully and so we had an excellent training day on Sunday 17th September again at Bless-
ingbourne and I am sure I am speaking for everyone who attended when I say it was excel-
lent. Our  entries and attendance covered our joint expenses at these events and at all these 
events,   except the training day, points for the John Danford trophy were awarded to several 
dogs. 
 
                     Handlers and dogs at Blessingbourne Training Day 

 
The Club Championship Show took place on Sunday 10th September. As usual it was  run in 
conjunction with the Irish Breeds Society. I would like to thank our Judge Mr. C. Beattie for 
judging and presenting gifts to BOB and BOS, a pleasant surprise for those winners. The  
entry was similar to last year with mainly Irish dogs competing. .  
Top winner was N, H & C Larges’ SHCH GBSHCH.SUSHCH. Gatewood Invitation From 
Coleenville who won the Dolford Cup (1) for Best of Breed and the Barrington Cup for Best 
Head and Expression. She then went on to win BIS overall in the Irish Breeds Show. Mrs. H. 
Robinson’s Gatewood Ain’t Misbehavin’ at Drumroosca won Best Opposite Sex and the 
Dutch IWS Club Trophy. Mr & Mrs. Foley won the Teal of Tully Cup and the Bogwater 
Cup with their puppy bitch Doonbeg Desdemona. The Mistywaters Rosebowl was awarded 
to N,H &C. Large’s Gatewood Katerina.  
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More detailed accounts of some of these events appear later in the magazine. 
                                                                                                             Hilary Robinson. 
 
 

 SH.CH.GB.SH.CH.SU.SH CH.    
Gatewood Invitation from  
       Coleenville.                                                         
                             
 
Gatewood Ain’t Misbehavin’ at 
            Drumroosca.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




